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Business Development Board recruits Dennis Shaughnessy to take lead role in economic 

development initiative 

March 13, 2013, West Palm Beach, FL – The Business Development Board of Palm Beach County (BDB) 

proudly announced that Dennis Shaughnessy, Executive Chairman of the Board at FTI Consulting, has 

agreed to take a lead role in the BDB’s economic development effort to recruit more companies to Palm 

Beach County.  

 With Shaughnessy’s help, the BDB assembled an elite group of high-level executives that will work to 

maximize their relationships with out of town CEOs with the goal of educating them on the benefits of 

doing business in Palm Beach County. Shaughnessy’s deliberate decision to move FTI Consulting’s 

corporate headquarters to Palm Beach County made him the perfect delegate to lead the initiative. 

 “It’s our story exactly.  Here we had a growing business in Baltimore and spent the weekends in Palm 

Beach County enjoying the beauty of Florida with our families.  Once we outgrew our space up north, 

we realized that our employees and management team would also enjoy the benefits of Palm Beach 

County.  So we moved our headquarters to West Palm Beach and it’s been a great decision,” said Dennis 

Shaughnessy.   

Since they moved their headquarters to West Palm Beach at the end of 2007, FTI Consulting went from 

a $1 billion company to $1.6 billion global corporation.  Shaughnessy believes that Palm Beach County 

played a substantial role in their growth.  “From easy transportation, no state income tax, connection to 

Latin America, quality of schools and abundance of culture allowed us to retain and hire the best 

employees possible.  This helped us grow and I’m honored to help the BDB get the word out to other 

business owners,” added Shaughnessy.   

 Palm Beach County is an ideal corporate headquarters location, with an ever-growing number of major 

companies calling it home.  Many believe that it’s the county’s pro-business environment, educated and 



diverse workforce, affordable business and living costs, high-grade education and wonderful weather 

year-round. 

“To have Dennis Shaughnessy involved is truly an honor.  He is the perfect example of a business leader 

that’s been able flourish in our country,” said Kelly Smallridge, President  & CEO, Business Development 

Board of Palm Beach County.  “Palm Beach County is the gateway for delivering business to the world.  

It’s been exciting to educate these business owners with homes in our county about the benefits and 

support Palm Beach County offers.” 

 For more information on the program visit www.hqpbc.com.  

About the BDB: The Business Development Board of Palm Beach County is the official public/private 

economic development organization for Palm Beach County and Enterprise Florida.  Founded in 1982 as 

a not-for-profit corporation, our primary purpose is to attract and retain new industry, business 

investment, high quality jobs and workforce development through corporate relocations, expansions 

and international trade.  During the past five years, the BDB has assisted companies that have created 

more than 9,000 direct jobs with average salaries greater than $57,000, resulting in more than $493 

million in capital investment to Palm Beach County and an economic impact that exceeds $3.47 billion. 

Additional information can be found at the BDB’s Web site, BDB.org. 
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